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URBAN RESORT

A new roof awaits as The RuMa greets travellers to Kuala Lumi)ur with its own
brand of warm hospitality, Datuk Lai Voon Hon shares with JUSTIN NG




Hon  remains
e number of
new hoteis opening in the city
also speaks of optimism in terms
inceming tourist arrivals and
corporate clientele. While' The
RuMa will of ‘course compete for

Dawk Lai Voon

unperiurbed

a share of the tourist arrivals, The
RuMa and Urban Resort Concepts’
(URC) appreach in general is to
look internally to focus on the
guest experience, making sure
we meet our guests highest
expectations with The RuMas
uriigque culture of Hestmanship’
Lai says in an exclusive interview
with Prestige Malaysia

His brainchild first announced in 2013 js set
to opan ite doore on Jalan His Perg The RuMa
Hotel and Serviced Residence
s a joint-venture project between UHK-listed
Aseana Properties Lid (ASPLY. which owns 70
percent of the project. and locally-listed Ireka
Corp, which owns the remaining 30 percent

£ Huala Lumpu:

Lai iz presently Iraka Corp's granp managing
director. Ireka Corp alse has a 23.07 percent
stake in ASPL

Lai experienced
Hostmanship by URC in one of its properties
during on a trip to Shanghai Aparnt from
The RuMa. URC also manages The PuXuan
Beijing: The PuShang. Xiamen; and The Puli
Shanghal, which Lai stayed. The fantastic
experience etched an unforgettable impression
en Lai. which led him to approach the group
when time came for laying the groundwork for
The RuMa

“The team at URC are all about raising the
bar, and we wanted to work with them to do
this with The RuMa I feel confident that The
RuMa i8 going to set another benchmark in
Malaysia.” Lai enthuses

The RuMa upon opening will be the only
hotel in the city to be a member of the Leading
Hetels of the World {(LHW), LHW is a collective
of more than 375 hotels in 75 countries. whose
membership is ject to the discretion of its
cemmittes.  Established in 1928 by several
influential and forward-thinking European
hiotelisrs. LHW started with 38 initial members
Today. inspection reports, based on hundreds

-hand the unigue

At The RuMa,
you will find
Interesting
evidence of
seamless works
of local
craftsmen and
renowned
artists, each
telling a story of
the city’s culture
and origins

of separate, stringent criteria, are
filed with its executive commities
then wvote- for
acceptance or rejection of a hotel
to be a part of LHW Hence quality
and service are adhered to the
highest of standards
URC's Hostmanship
extends  beyond
luxury as it emphasises on crafting
personal  experiences  unigue
to each individual traveller For
that. as Lai puts it. we will “weave

whose members

concept
conventional

loeal design influences with the
contemporary in order to craft
a cultural Malaysian
heritage in the heart of the city
a bespoke hotel that draws
inspiration from the locale

revival of
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nce of searnless
craftsmen  and
h telling
the city's culture and
For example. [rom
showpiege designed by
renowned local designer Dato’ Sri

warks of
repowned
a story ‘of
origins
central

the

Barnard: Chandran -to-the He|
hand-woven walls on the sixth
flocr, The RuMa traces the city's
history until prcase:‘:t-cia'.f Ma avsia
- and invites guests on' a journey
of discovery.” Lai elaborates
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residences {
totalling 200 units; while hotel rooms

and suiles span levels ssven and 18
The entire project fs estimated to
have a gross development value of
RMB35 million
Heousing 253 gu
suites, the h interigra  will
lify URC's hallmark design
reiples in collaboration with
Shanghai i irm MQ
Studio. The integrate

and
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modern

luxurious and
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All'roems -and suites will ‘come with
24-hour check-in check-oun complin
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cultural Influences, as previewed
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Malay Peningula, with
jhiights  the unique

ners.on a
culinary voyage of the

a se nal meny that

location of
e otel, in the
heart of Kuala
Lumpurs
Golden
Triangle, is
second to none
and ideally
suited for an
urban resort
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