Winner of the Residential Category Award 2003

presented at the Malaysia Interior Design Awards 2003 (MIDA 2003) organized by the IPDM (Malaysmn Institute of Interior Des:gners)

ZL.G won the Malaysia Interior Design Awards (MIDA) 2003, ReSIdentIaI Category for AN @I EENES mterlor de&gn

BRAIN
BEHIND
i-ZEN:
Susanne
Zeidler

Ever fancied living in plush
hotel-ike comfort, and stil
call the place your own?
With i-Zen@HKiara I, you
can, thanks to architect
and interior designer
Susanne Zeidler, notes
INTAN MAAURA. Pictures by
CHCO CHOY MAY
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“Not life, but good life, is to be
chiefTy valued.” — Socrates
“Paradise is where I am.” — Voltaire

are, you'll get both the good life and
something of a paradise.

The units exude a sense of comfort and modern

elegance with their sleek and ¥ in-

Wa]l: into any of the i-Zen units and chances

~ PEACEFUL: The living-room
also has a special *lanai’ area
for quiet contemplation

28} of Treka Corp the concept was
d ped to make p hase much easier.
“It comes with a lot of built-ins and other con-
veniences, such as a fully air-conditioned interior,
built-in designer wardrobes, kitchen cabinets, hob
station, data points and many more. This es-
sentially means that you don't really need to go out
and source lhmgs yourself. 1t's all part of our

terior design. Spaces flow senmicsaly Inlo one
another, cmating a Iiv]ngl envimnmcnt tim is not
only utility-friendly but Iy p

1t's not unlike wnl.luns into a fuur-slur hotel,

1-Zen is actually the brand, and i-Zen@Kiara 11,
located in the heart of Mont' Kiara, is the first
development for Regalmont, a subsidiary of Ireka
Carpaoration Bhd, a 36-year-old company involved
in construction.

Having studied the property market and looked
into the range of developments available for con-
sumers, the company decided to develop some-
thing that would be very different from what was
already out there.

That's when the concept for i-Zen emerged.

All properties doveloped by Regalmont and
carrying the i-Zen name will have five basic
features — the 55, Style, service, security, sophis-
tication and soul will be captured and put into the

property. From the design of the whole building
r!,ghl to the individual units.

According to Irene Tan, the sales and marketing

If you're worried that you won't be able to have
any of your own “character” in the place, fret not.
There is still a lot of space for you to play with. For
a start, all the loose fumiture you see in the show
unit is not included in the package, so you can still
have your Balinese décor if you want.

What Ireka has essentially provided is a little bit
above the normal standard, at least where new
properties are concerned. 1t's often the case that
when you go into a new pmpetty. the place is bare.
But with the i-Zen unils, “you get a designer
ceiling, attractive flooring... every dctanl is metic-
ulously thought out by the desigs

1. DETAILED: The
fluoring is laid out in
different directions to
denate different spaces

2. UNIQUE: The SoHo
can be both a home
office or an additional
fguest room

3. COMPLETE: The
kitchen comes with
built-ins

furniture yet. With i-Zen, everything is built into
the purchase price so huyrm can just pay it all off
progressively.

All i-Zen units contain the 55, which is very
prornmmt even as you walk through the whole

Irene.
Buyers also bypass the problem of grappling
with various contractors and having to take time
off from work to do this, or facing the shock of
having to deal with a big capital outlay once they
get their completed property three years laler.
Oftentimes, you'll have to have at least one to two
per cent of your purchase amount on standby just
s0 you can fit out your unit. And that'’s not even the

not just the unit. And it's all down
ln Susanne Zeidler, 41, architect and designer of
this particular project.

'f‘raP:md in f.}ermm'!{I and England, Susanne
decided to come to Malaysia wilh ‘her husband in
1993 as “... it was booming here, so we tried loset
up our business. We started off working with
other architects and eventually set up our own
office in 1994. A whole load of projects then
followed.™

For this Regalmont project, this gentle German
was chosen from a pool of designers who had
submitted their ideas to the caompany, It was her
appealing colour scheme and past experiences
that clinched it for Susanne.

Director of ZLG, a reputed architectural, plan-
ning and design consultancy, Susanne has been
involved in various local as well as overseas

rojects. Her current projects include Valendia
Homes, The Telekom Muzium, Primer Star Head-
quarters (Manila) and Jalan Piala Bungalow (Sin-
gapare), among others,

According toSusanne, her concept for thei-Zen
project is very much in line with what the client
wanted, The use of warm colours, a lot of texture,
very cubic, free-flow design and the combination
of interesting materials, make for an incredibly
appealing result.

Although there are already other service res-
idences around that also adopt the ID concept
(interior design concept), the i-Zen project is one
with a diffemme‘

Says Si i ly: “A lot of thougk
has gone into this project — not just fram the unit
itself. It's a complete experience as you walk
through the main door of the building. Some-
times when you go to a showroom, you see the

beauty of it in there only but it is not carried
through to the rest of the building.

“I've actually looked inlo every aspect. Al-
tention has gone into everything, even the min-
utest of delails, Even where you fix the sprinkler
has been fully thought out.™

This attention to detail is applied to the door-
ways, and extends to the unusual touch to the
flooring, Aght down to the use of wallpaper as a
piece of art.

Susanne brings our allention lo the doorway:
“Look at this. It's very detailed and the work-
manship is very good. This wrap-around gap
around the doorway is called the shadow gap and
it’s unique to our properties. It's quite difficult to
do, 50 most of the houses you see these days will
just have timber stuck on the top.

“This sort of meticulous detailing was quite the
norm in the 19505 and 1960s as generally the
standard of workmanship was better then given
there were more skilled contractors around. The
situation has changed now and just want
things done faster and cheaper. But they're notas
nice.”

Another thing that is quite interesting about
i-Zen es is the unique Type SoHo, the first
of its kind In Kuala Lumpur. It introduces the
concept of an almost self-contained home office.

It is IT-savvy and comes wilh a separate en-
trance, toilet and bath. Not only can you use it as
a small office, but it is also flexible enough to be
ulilised as a guest room, ensuring a degree of
privacy for both host and guest.

The home buyer today is basically
looking for a hassle-free . They want
something they can adapt to easﬂy, and some-
thing that has lots of space possibilities. And this
dﬁ can get with i-Zen.

e i-Zen lifestyle, according to Ireka’s sales
and markeling manager, suits those who are
young, on-the-go and have discerning tastes.
“We've also had parents buying units for their
children as they feel they're a good lrllvu!mem
and they meet younger people’s lifestyles

“It's actually about lifestyle these days. When
you're living a fast-paced life, it's handy to have
that extra help. With i-Zen units, you also get
housekeeping services 50 you won't need to have
a maid. You can opt for daily services, or even
weekly — it's a lot like living in a hatel. And who
doesn't like the feeling of living in a hotel?”

If you fancy the idea of having a hotel as your
home, a one-bedroom studio suite that comes
with a living-room, kitchenelte, dining, etal., will
set you back about RM235,000. The bigger units
which Susanne showed us retail at RM800,000
and come with the unique SoHo.

Ireka will be developing more i-Zen wunits
around Mont' Kiara as the people behind the
company believe that this area is conducive for
promoting the i-Zen lifestyle.
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