The orang-utan statue: Eandaka’h‘ Iatest attraction.

Orang-utan statue S’kan’s latest icon

Mardinah Jikur

SANDAKAN: A statue of the orang-utan was
unveiled to the public on Monday at The Piazza,
Sandakan Harbour Square (SHS), becoming the dis-
trict’s newest icon. The orang-utan was chosen
after a statue competition was held last year in con-
junction with the SHS project.

Ireka Development Management Sdn Bhd as the
development management of the SHS jointly
organised the competition with ICSD Ventures Sdn
Bhd with support fjom the Sandakan Municipal
Council.

President of Sandakan Municipal Council, Datuk
James Wong, officiated at the launching of the stat-
ue, which was held also in conjunction with
Sabah’s 50th Independence anniversary.

Wong said the orang-utan icon is hoped to
attract tourists to Sandakan.

On SHS and Harbour Mall Sandakan there are
branded stores and an international-standard
hotel In it, which is anoﬂler latest attraction in the
district.

JCSD-Ventures- Managmg Dlrectur Lai Voon Hon
said the orang-utan statue is to inform the tourists
about the uniqueness of culture in Sandakan.

“The statute is synonymous with the conserva-
tion of orang-utan here as well as a symbol of
Sandakdn's tag as an eco-tourism destination in
Southeast Asia,” he said. The designer of the orang-
utan statue, Michael Kwa, 28,-who came from
Taiping, Perak, won RM18,000 for his effort, while
second place .winner, Daniel Tiong, received
RMS5,000 and Husna Adlyna, RM5,000.

Kwa, a former Creative Art graduate from
Universiti Malaysia Sabah {UMS), now teaches at SM
Sri Tenby, Shah Alam,



SANDAKAN: Sebuah arca yang menjadi
ikon baharu diperkenal sempena sambutan
50 tahun Sabah merdeka dalam Malaysia.

Arca berupa ‘Orang Utan’ itu dinamakan
‘The Utan’ adalah rekaan Michael Kwa Wei
Choon, 28, yang memenangi Pertandingan
Rekaan Arca anjuran Ireka Development Man-
agement 5dn Bhd dan ICSD Ventures Sdn Bhd
dengan kerjasama Majlis Perbandaran San-
dakan (MPS).

The Utan ditempatkan di pekarangan pusat
membeli-belah The Piazza, Sandakan Habour
Square dan dilancarkan Presiden MPS Datuk
James Wong kelmarin.

Kwa memaklumkan pemberita arca itu
direka dengan penuh rasa bangga terhadap

Arca Orang Utan ikon
baharu Sandakan

destinasi ekopelancongan Malaysia di San-
dakan iaitu Pusat Pemuliharaan Orang Utan
Sepilok yang menggambarkan keunikan daer-
ah berkenaan.

Pemegang ljazah Sarjana Muda Seni Kre-
atif dari Universiti Malaysia Sabah serta anak
jati Taiping, Perak itu juga berkata beliau
berdepan banyak cabaran ketika membuat ka-
jian terperinci bagi menghasilkan The Utan
kerana sesebuah lakaran atau rekaan mement-
ingkan keunikan tersendiri bagi mencipta ke-
lainan dan keistimewaan,

Sementara itu, James berkata The -Utan
dipilih daripada karya 61 pereka yang meny-
ertai pertandingan bertemakan keunikan dan
ekopelancongan di Sandakan.



