Tourism will remain a major economic sector

SANDAKAN: The tourism sector
will continue o be at the forefront
of Malavsia's economic develop-
ment.

And, as one of the major Halaraju
sectors, tourism will remain an eco-
nomic catalyst of the State.

This year 2.75 million tounsts or
more are expecied to visit Sabah,
repeating the positive performance
wm 2011,

Chief Minister Datuk Seri Musa
Haji Aman smd this at the grand
opening of Four Points by Sheraton
and Sandakan Harhour Square here
Tast might.

In his specch read by Youth &

Sports Minister Datuk Peter Pang,

En Yin, hc said as Sabah continued
to grow as 3 pl.rpu]a’lr towrist des-
tination. tourist ammival figures

would continue W increase in e
years to come.

“This ulse mesns more hatel
ronms are needed to accommodate
the inereasing number of visitors.
Hence the opening of this hotwl is
indeed timely,” he said.

Mirsn also said he believed that—

thromgh proper plaaning and seund
management, the hospitality and
property seclors would contrué 1o
significantly  contribute 10 the
State's economy while giving more

aitractive return omn investment for

developers.

*In this context, the government
will comtinue to support and provide
Inceniives in order Lo renerale tore
vigorous growth in the hospitality,
property and towrism sectors,” he
added.

Musa also expressed the impur-
tance of close cooperation between
the government and private Sector,
which he =aid was in line with the
commitment to he a pro-business
govermnent and approach towards
the private sector 85 pariner.

“In this regand, 1 believe that there
are still many opportunities that
should be juinlly exploved tor the
henefit of hath the public and [Jrl
WANE SOCIDTS.

“Such
strengthen the confidence of do-
mestic and foreign investors fo-
wards our cconemy and the huge
potential of cur domestic tourism,”
he said, And, the Chief Minister
also called on Stale departments and
agencies especially those that func-
tigned as implementing agencics to

collaboration— -1lt :

be commitied in their role and re-
sponsibilities as facilitators towards
the development of the. tourism,
husp:[ahty and property sectors.
He praised the smart partnership
between the Sandakan Bunicipal
Council, IC5D Ventures Sdn Bhd
and Ascana Properties Limited in
the implementation of this project.
He said such an integraled project
was suitable in vigw of Sandakan’s

_ pogition us ¢ modern and appressive

district in the éast coast-——.

Meanwhile, he alse wegsd hotel
operalors amd commercial property
developers tobe mindlul of the need
to reduce carbon footprirh.

“Environment conscious puests
will be drawn 10 vour cstahlish-
ments if you show a real com-
mitment in going gereen.

“11 15 also impartant for hotels and
commercial property developers in
Sabah including Sandakan to raise
the bar on standards and services so
that vour guests soud customers will
retum fotonly o Sabah, but also o
your hotel and mall in this case.

“Hence please strive o0 maintain
the cleanliness and aesthetic el-
ements of your premises,” the Chicf
Binister added.

Musa alse called on indusiry

——lavers o not only fecus on- the

commercial aspect of theie business
but also 1o be mindful of their
corporatd  social  responsibility
(CSR) towards the . surmounding
communities hy providing clean
and safe aeeas as well as facilities
that were conducive for recreational
activities. — PR



