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The (Futurist

Fast-forward thinker and design delinquent Lai Voon Hon challenges
conventionalism with his avant-garde hotel and luxury property designs.
Ezilea Omar talks to an architect extraordinaire

IF YOUVE EVER been to the Westin Kuala
Lumpur, you will know which way the
wind blows for Lai Voon Hon, President/
CEO of Ireka Hotels Sdn Bhd and IREKA
Land 5dn Bhd. He is the man responsible
for spearheading the hotels contempaorary
design, which is testament of his concepts.
Al the I-Zen showroom, one of Lais up-
market property development projects at
Mont Kiara, he shares his passion for creating
amazing hotels and luxury residential
apartments with Le Prestige.
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Lai graduated from one of Britains top
architecture school — The Bartlett School
of Architecture at University College in
London. "'ve always loved art and drawing
ever since | was a boy, but for most, the
Science Stream was the way to go.”
His father was a contractor and Lai was
exposed to the building industry early
on. "Buildings interest me, and initially |
wanted to be an engineer, but my father
was the one who encouraged me (o
become an architect because when you
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