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Fann-

Singaporean model, actress and
endorser of a plethora of products,
Fann Wong reveals the real reason she
is buying property in Kuala Lumpur.
KEE HUA CHEE pricks up his ears.

EADS turn as Fann Wong glides

gracefully into EEST at The

Westin Kuala Lumpur, an ultra-
hip Comme des Garcons leather jacket over a
candy-pink layered dress by little known
Japanese designer Ito. Her matching pink
hairband adds a touch of girlish, Doris Day
whimsy.

In a private dining room, | stare at her
unabashedly. Fann Wong declines to mention
her age even if | agree to publish any lie. “Ask
no question and you get no lie. Let’s not talk
about my age,” she purrs sweetly.

She has a delicate,

porcelain
complexion so Singaporea
beloved of directors singer and m

of Chinese period
films.

Her unusual name
fans my interest. "My

real name 15 Fann
Woon Fong. Fann Is my

family surname, When |
started modelling, the
bookers asked me to
have a Christian name so
it was easier for clients to
remember me. But | was
very intent on my Chinese
identity and very into my
dialect name, so [ refused. |
insisted on being called
Fann Woon Fong, mouthful
or not. | wasn't bothered if
others found it hard to
remember or pronounce,

“One day, when | was about
18, my picture appeared on a
magazine cover and they
misspelled my name as ‘Fann
Waong'. | was really upset and
threw a tantrum and demanded
that the magazine publish an
apology in the next issue.”

she stormed home and threw
the offending magazine on the
table to show her mother. Before
she could lament, her mother,
Wong Siew Toy, saw the name and
said delightedly: "Woon Fong, it is so
sweet of you to do this! 1 am so
happy you went to such lengths for
me.”

" didn’t know what Mum was talking about
(at first),” says Fann Wong with a grin, “Then
it dawned on me that Fann is Dad's surname
and Wong is Mum's surname. Of course, | was
smart enough to keep quiet and not tell her
how annoyed | was over that name, 'Fann
Wong' macde her so happy, so [ decided to use
it from that day onwards. It was years later
before she found out, ha ha!”

Two years earlier, while shopping at CK.
Tang with her mother and friend, they
chanced upon a cover girl contest organised
by Her World magazine,

“My friend asked me to take part. | did as |
wanted the free hairstyling and make-up by
Lancome, They took pictures of me and |
thought that was the end of it. Then | was
told 1 was in the finals.

“I later started checking the consolation
prizes as | never dreamed | would be first,
second or third. | won! | was only 16. The
prizes included a modelling course, which
was very useful and | started doing print and
TV ads. 1 was mostly a plistographic model,
not-a runway girl.”

Fann Wong.

When dreams come true

She worked extensively in Taiwan where
she was featured in an Oil of Ulan commercial
which was broadcast in South-East Asia,

In 19594, while modelling in Taiwan, a
Singapore TV producer discovered her acting
talents and cast her in a television drama
series aptly named When Dreams Come True.

Fann's diary quickly filled with work as she
starred in two more TV series, The Challenger
and Chronicle of Life. The latter won her Best
Actress and Best New Actress in the 1995 Star
Awards. Overnight, she became a household
name in Singapore,

She went places to shoot more TV drama
series — Shanghai (for A Romance in Shanghai),
Sydney (Wild Orchids) and Amsterdam and
Belgium (Brave New Waorld ).

A pretty lass is often
assumed to

possess a voice mellifluous enough to charm
birds off the trees. “I don’t know about that
but 10 years ago | was eager to try anything. |
had little to lose so when | was asked to
record an album in 1996, | agreed.”

Fanntasy was a Mandarin pop album which
went on to win four platinum sales awards in
Taiwan and launched her singing career.

She had the honour to sing Moments of
Magic, Singapore's official millennium song
and, in 2000, became the first Singapore solo
singer to stage a paying concert at the
Singapore Indoor Stadium.

At first her parents were against her joining
the entertainment world though now they
are her biggest fans.

"Dad was scared by stories of drugs and
wild parties,” recalls Fann.

Her mother was maore agreeable,
considering that she was instrumental in that
fateful Her World contest.

Slowly her father was won over when he
realised stardom failed to change his
daughter, one of four children. "I was the

same old Woon Fong and came home every,

night. Dad 153 tailor making uniforms and

tastic reason

Mum helps him. We are just normal
Singapaore folks, not rich at all.”

It was a major coup of the swooning sort
when director David Dobkin announced that
Fann Wong would star opposite superstars
Jackie Chan and Owen Wilson in Shanghai
Knights, the sequel to Shanghai Noon. Apart
from her leading men, it was also a huge
Hollywood movie on a mega budget, the sort
dreamed of by every anak wayang in Malaysia
and realised only by Datuk Michelle Yeoh.

"I was shooting a travelogue in Japan when
| got a call to return to Singapore immediately
to do a tape for an audition. Then | was told |
was Lo go to London to meet David Dobkin
himself. | spoke to him for an hour and we
got along fine, As | was leaving his office, he
said with a big grin, ‘See you in Prague!’ [ was
stunned as | knew the shooting was
supposed to be at Barrandov Studios in

Prague, Czech Republic. I turned and
asked how he could make up his mind
on the spot and he said he just did!”
As for her music career, "last year |
did a compilation of my hits but
hardly found time to promaote the
album so that's unfair to the
recording company and myself, | am
slowing down my singing career to
concentrate on acting and
endorsement work,” says the

economics-inclined lass.
Her ambassaqorial rale 1or

Xando, a slimming health
programme, certainly comes in
handy as she is also the

spokeswoman for New Moon
abalone and bird’s nest.

She shows off a stunning,
chunky and expensive-looking
watch by Delacour, “l am also

the ambassador for Jacob & Co
watches.” Plus Bella Skincare
and Ginvera Shampoo. And
now Tiffani by i-Zen, the
luxury condo concept by

Ireka Land and Capitaland,

Malaysian-owned Ireka
Land cut its teeth with the
phenomenally successful

Kiara |, Kiara Il and Villa

Aseana while Capitaland

is one of Asia's biggest

listed property
Compdnies.

Fann Wong has
bought two units of
Tiffani, one to live in

and another to rent out,
so we should be seeing more of her.

“I like the Mont'Kiara location, only 15
minutes away from KL's city centre. | love the
green garden concept, which provides peace
and beauty, To me, the home is my temple,
my sanctuary, somewhere [ look forward to
returning after work.

Security and privacy “fsa
celebrity, sécurity is most important, plus
privacy. | want to feel safe and comfortable, |
travel a lot and | don't have to worry due to
the 24-hour security. "

And the reason for buying property in KL
i5... @ Malaysian boyfriend!

Yup, Fann Wong's boyfriend is a Malaysian
but that is as much as | could squeeze out of
her. He is averse to nosy parkers from the
media and shuns the social glare although in
Singapore they are known as a couple,

Is the Tiffani condo at Mont'Kiara a wedding
gift, a love nest or hideaway? Of course, she is
not telling.

Will the bells be chiming in the near future?

“l am the sentimental, romantic sort, |
would never discuss getting married. | will
just wait for the ring! Yes, yes, | am seeing
someone very special and that's all for now!

He is very enterprising and I nickname Him
'Prﬁr Boleh' aﬁérhztayﬁia Boleh!™ =



